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his learning was worth nothing and that scholar-
ship is no more than fruitless exertion. Like a
person who waters a creeper for a whole year and
finds that it bears no flower, the young scholar
felt dissatisfied. He did not feel properly con-
vinced that God existed. There were learned
people round about him who claimed that they
knew God through the Vedas. But their conduct
was not worthy of men who knew the great thing
that God must be. Seeing this discrepancy bet-
ween their profession and their practice, Nara-
simha said : ** What is the use of this knowledge ?
The knowledge which makes man God, I shall
consider worthy of that name. All else is mis-
named knowledge." This is dissatisfaction to
which very great learning is sometimes liable
and Narasimha's vast learning had led him to it.
This was how, when he heard that the Buddha
was preaching a new doctrine in Benares, the
young man decided to hear the teacher, and see
if he said something worth while. His father was
then aged and told his son not to go. " Do not
waste your time/5 he said, " It seems he belongs
to the community in Kapilavastu. Those people
have given up the Vedas, This teacher of new
doctrine is, it seems, their king's son. What can a
man know of truth who gives up the Veda ? " But